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reach their dreams. He could not abide well-
paid intellectuals who regularly derided
unions as dinosaurs, and he told them so,
over and over.

It is one of the highest callings of spiritual
leaders to force those who live happy and
comfortable lives to consider their obliga-
tions to those heavily burdened by injustice
and deprivation. It is a great loss when such
prophetic voices are stilled by scandal and
the cynicism it breeds. Fortunately, that
never happened to Higgins. He never had to
shut up about injustice and, God bless him,
he never did.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
today to recognize Dave Sarton for his con-
tributions to the State of Colorado. As a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the South-
eastern Colorado Water Conservancy District
for sixteen years, he is moving his talents and
experience to other endeavors. Dave has
been an integral part of securing and distrib-
uting Colorado’s most precious resource,
water. As he reflects on his service to a grate-
ful board, community, and state, I would like to
commend him for his efforts to improve the
lives of his fellow Coloradans.

Dave has proven himself a valuable com-
munity, business, and governmental leader
over the years and has served on countless
committees in support of his community and
state. He has served on the Colorado Springs
City Council, on the Energy and Environment
Committee of the National Association of Re-
gional Councils, as director of the Colorado
Springs Department of Public Utilities, as di-
rector and chairman of the Pikes Peak Area
Council of Government, as president of Sun-
set Sertoma Club, as chairman of the El Paso
Task Force on Alcoholism, as chair of the
ARK Board of Directors, and as vice-chair of
the Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce.
In addition to his community duties, he is a
proud business owner and operates a quality
service for Colorado Springs as the president
of Sperry & Mock/The Floor Store, Inc.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to bring the ac-
complishments and achievements of David
Sarton before this body today. His leadership,
hard work, and dedication to improving the
lives of his fellow Coloradans is an example
for all aspiring community leaders and it is for
this reason that I wish to bring his accomplish-
ments before this body of Congress, and na-
tion. Thank you for all your hard work Dave,
I wish you all the best, and good luck in your
future endeavors.
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Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, as Mary Ann
Kirk prepares to leave Maryland to join her
family in Colorado, I salute her lasting con-

tribution of public service to our State during
the past fifty years.

Standing side by side with her children
throughout their educational process, she also
provided top leadership in the Montgomery
County Heart Association; chaired numerous
political and charitable fund raisers; and tu-
tored elementary school children and political
refugees in the ways of freedom in American
democracy.

In 1978, she spearheaded landmark legisla-
tion in the Maryland General Assembly which
created the Maryland Values Education Com-
mission, and, as Vice Chairwoman, chaired its
subcommittee work for four years. This Com-
mission devised a list of 18 Character and
Citizenship values affirmed by the Maryland
Attorney General as Constitutionally sound for
teaching in our schools, and served as a foun-
dation, an impetus, for character/citizenship
education efforts across our Nation. Today,
there is an Office of Character Education with-
in the Maryland State Department of Edu-
cation and flourishing, growing, programs
throughout the State—a direct result of Mary
Ann Kirk’s visionary work.

In 1978, when the Maryland General As-
sembly passed this landmark legislation, Sen-
ator Jennings Randolph (DWP) noted its pas-
sage in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. He
ended his remarks with these words: ‘‘The
State of Maryland will be the first to create a
Values Education Commission. The flame of
faith is now aglow in ‘The Free State.’ May
other States see the light and feel its warmth.’’

In 1986, she organized and coordinated
Maryland’s observance of the Bicentennial of
the U.S. Constitution with the establishment of
the FEDERALIST Foundation. This private/
public partnership with Maryland State Ar-
chives recreated the beautiful, seaworthy Fed-
eralist, a 15-foot ship built in 1788 to honor
Maryland’s role as the seventh state to ratify
the Constitution, and later sailed to Mount
Vernon as a gift to George Washington. Two
hundred years later, a horse drawn Federalist
represented Maryland in Philadelphia’s na-
tional Bicentennial parade; and, today, when
not traveling to communities across the State
to teach about the Constitution, resides under
the dome of our State capitol in Annapolis—
ever ready to convey our rich history to this
and future generations.

In 1997, Mary Ann Kirk was honored by
Governor Parris Glendening and the Maryland
General Assembly as Maryland’s Mother of
the Year. She leaves Maryland as immediate
past president of the Maryland Association of
American Mothers, Inc., the official sponsor of
Mothers Day.

We will miss her and wish her well. Mary-
land’s loss is Colorado’s gain.
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Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, today I

introduce a bill to provide Impact Aid funding
for Micronesian children living in the United
States. You might ask why should we? What
is their special status that justifies this pay-
ment?

The Compact of Free Association nego-
tiated by the DoD and the State Department
with the Republic of the Marshall Islands and
the Federated States of Micronesia in 1985,
and with the Republic of Palau in 1986, en-
hanced the security of our nation. The Com-
pact of Free Association gives the United
States authority over security and defense
matters in this region. It prevents other coun-
tries from entering into military alliances with
the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, and the Republic
of Palau. Such military alliances could threat-
en the security of our nation.

In the period between 1918 and 1941, for-
eign powers did occupy these islands. And as
history will recall, many WWII battles were
fought in the islands fortified and occupied by
Japan. After WWII the United States took over
jurisdiction, and we inflicted grave harm to
many of the islands’ residents when the U.S.
military tested 66 atomic and hydrogen bombs
between 1946 and 1958. The long lasting ef-
fects of these tests are still felt by people liv-
ing at Bikini, Enewetok, and other atolls, and
many have moved to the United States to live
and to find health care.

In exchange for the sacrifices they have
made in the Compact of Free Association, the
United States allows citizens of the Republic
of the Marshall Islands, the Federated States
of Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau to
freely enter the United States without visas as
nonimmigrant residents within the parameters
laid out in the Compact of Free Association.
Their status is as ‘‘habitual’’ residents which
places them in limbo and for example, they
can not qualify for food stamps.

According to the 2000 Census, 115,247 Mi-
cronesians are living in the United States.
Many of these families live in low income or
public housing, which does not provide local
schools with the funds they need to educate
Micronesian children. Our public schools ac-
cept the financial burden for educating Micro-
nesian children, even though the federal gov-
ernment created this obligation and should
pay for it.

Our nation is responsible for the education
of these children in exchange for the military
benefits our nation currently receives from Mi-
cronesia. Our government must take a more
active role and help pay for these children’s
education. It’s unfair to make these innocent
children unwelcome pawns of our national de-
fense policy.

My bill will treat Micronesian children living
in the United States as military dependents
and consequently allow schools to count them
for the purpose of obtaining Impact Aid fund-
ing. It will give local schools the extra funds
needed to ensure other children in their district
do not pay for the cost of our defense strat-
egy.

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor this bill
and fulfill the obligation created by the Com-
pact of Free Association.
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, Clara Barton, a

true visionary in American history, once stat-
ed: ‘‘I have an almost complete disregard of
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